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Visiting Societies in July 
Beaudesert & District Orchid & Foliage Society 

Darling Downs Orchid Association 

Affiliated Societies, Judging Roster for July 
John Oxley O.S.  2nd Wednesday @ 7.30pm  J. Buckley, N. Woolley, D. Nitschinsk. 
       Student Judges       no students available 
Logan & District  3rd Tuesday  @ 7.45pm    K. Webster, H. Edwards, J. Buckley. 
       Student Judges       D. Buhse, K. Buhse, L. Calligros. 
Brisbane O.S.   4th Monday  @ 7.45pm    R. Illingworth, M. Illingworth, B. Williams. 
       Student Judges       D. Martens, L. Martens, B. Nicoll. 
Beaudesert O & F.S. 3rd Wednesday @ 7.30pm   N. Woolley. 
       Student Judges       T. Turner, D. Walker. 

Patron   The Hon. Anna Bligh MP Premier of Queensland 
President  M/s Christene Dennis  chris.dennis7@bigpond.com  07 3298 5514 A/H 
Secretary  Mrs Maree Illingworth  r.m.illingworth@bigpond.com  07 3800 3213 
Treasurer  Mr Nick Woolley   nmwoolley@optusnet.com.au   07 3201 6414 
Editor   Mrs Diane Walker   kerdi49@bigpond.com    07 5527 3781 

Judges for Q.O.S. General Meeting on 13th July 2009 
J. Buckley, B. Kable, D. Nitschinsk, I. Vescovi, M. Billiau, H. Edwards. 
Student Judges        D. Martens, L. Martens, J. Dunn. 

Next Meeting:-Monday:  13th July @ 8.00pm. Venue:-Greenslopes Bowls Club: 131 Ridge Street. 

Guest Speaker in July 
Alvin Bryant 

A Life in Orchids 

QOS Web Site 
www.qos.org.au 

TQOC Conference 
 

This year, the host of the conference was The Atherton Orchid Society. Members from various clubs have 
now returned home with their individual stories. All reflected that a good time was had by all and much 
praise was given to the organization and especially to the friendliness. 
Approximately 31 people attended from all over the north & south sides of Brisbane, Gold Coast and a few 
other southern areas. 
The weather on the Tablelands was beautiful, the accommodation good and the people from the northern 
towns were friendly and interesting. The food and drink was plentiful. The orchids presented on the show 
benches were of a good standard with plants we don’t see much of here in the south. The numerous stall 
holders had many quality orchids, plenty of unusual species as well as hybrids. Outstanding Bromeliads 
and Tillandsias were for sale at reasonable prices.  Thank you to the Host club, on behalf of all who  
attended. 



 

 

QUEENSLAND ORCHID SOCIETY INC. 
GENERAL MEETING 

Greenslopes Bowls Club, 131 Ridge Street, Greenslopes 
MINUTES  Monday 8th June 2009 

 
Helen Edwards, Immediate Past President, declared the General Meeting opened at 8.00pm 
 
Welcome:   A warm welcome on this chilly night was extended to Members, Visitors and Judges. 
The feature item was a power-point presentation by Nick Woolley showing a selection of A.O.C. AWARDED PLANTS.  There 
were no Guest Societies here this evening due to the Public Holiday 
 
Apologies were received from Committee Members  Christene Dennis, Albert Gibbard, Allan Alvis and Reg & Maree Illing-
worth who were attending an Orchid Conference in North Queensland.   Other apologies as per the attendance book. 
Members were asked to please sign the Attendance Register for insurance purposes. 
 
Raffle Raffle tickets were on sale. The Prizes included orchid plants, Paphs. Phallies, Australian Natives, and others, also sundry 
items which were on the table. 
 
Minutes of the previous meeting in May 2009 were published in the Bulletin.   
Their adoption was moved by Kevin Cooper and seconded by Margaret Tierney. CARRIED  
 
Financial Report:  Nick Woolley, our Treasurer, presented the Financial Report for the month of May 2009.   A copy of the 
Financial Report was on the notice Board. Moved Nick Woolley, Seconded by Charlie Edwards, that the Treasurer’s Report be 
adopted. CARRIED   
 
The Anniversary Dinner:  Many members have now paid our Treasurer and received their special ADMISSION TICKETS for 
the Dinner.  The subsidised cost of the dinner is $30 each person for Q.O.S. members.   The cut off date for applications is 1st 
July, 2009, so please ensure you do not miss out by phoning your application to Maree on 3800 3213.   
Date 11th July, 2009.  Time: 6.30 pm for 7.00 pm.  Where: Reflections Room, Pacific Golf Club, 430 Pine Mountain Road, 
Carindale.      See you there !!!!! 
 
New Members -  There is one application for Membership:  Mr. Alfred Filia from Woolloongabba.  The Committee  
recommends this application to the Members. Moved Kevin Cooper, Seconded Graham  McKay, that Mr Filia ‘s application be 
accepted:    CARRIED.     Welcome Alfred. 
 
Correspondence – Your Committee has attended to the routine Correspondence this month.   There were advertisements for 
shows on the Notice Board for you to check.   Please check your Bulletin for details. 
 
Shows   North Moreton Qld Orchid Council, 27/28 June at Mt. Coot-tha 
 
A Gold Certificate for an Australian Native Orchid Species was presented to Dennis Stahlhut.   The winning orchid was  
Dockrillia bowmanii ‘Arron’. This is the Bill Murdoch Trophy 2008.   This presentation was made by our Treasurer, NICK 
WOOLLEY. 
 
AWARDS:  During the evening Graham McKay put two of his phallies up for an Award.  They both received an HCC.     
Congratulations Graham!!!   
 
The death of GERALD McCRAITH in Victoria at the age of 100 years:  
Gary Yong Gee read an interesting summary of Gerald’s life, and his love affair with orchids in general and species orchids in 
particular.  Gary spoke of accompanying Gerald on an orchid safari in Papua New Guinea when Gerald would have been in his 
early nineties.   Thank you Gary. 
 
Nick Woolley’s presentation of A.O.C. AWARDED PLANTS for 2008 proved quite interesting.   These included awards 
granted in the other States as well as in Queensland.   It was no surprise to Q.O.S. members that Graham McKay’s phalaenopsis 
orchids featured so prominently.  Nick also told us the parentage of many of the plants on view.    Thank you Nick for a job well 
done! 
 
Benching Results – Les Vickers pointed out the winners of the various classes, giving a commentary on ones of special interest.   
He also took time to invite us to the next T.A.P.S. meeting at the Trades Hall building in Peel Street on the first Tuesday, when 
they will be having a “cent auction’. 
 
The PLANT OF INTEREST  was Dendrobium polysema grown by Bill Williams. 

 

The winners of the Judges’ Choice were: 
Hybrid -   Phragmipedium Gargoyle, owned by Barry and Ann Kable. 
Species – Dendrobium polysema, owned by Bill Williams  



Special Interest Plant of the Month –JUNE 2009 
 
PLANT NAME:    Dendrobium polysema 

EXHIBITOR:    Bill Williams 
 
OWNERS COMMENTS 
Housing:      Grows under 70% shade cloth and is grown on the Eastern side of the house, 
        approximately 60cm from the top. 
 
Watering:      During summer about three times weekly and once a week during cooler  
        months.   Plants should not be allowed to dry out. 
 
Feeding Programme:  Fertilized once weekly with organic mix. 
 
Potting Medium:    The potting medium is a bark, perlite mixture. 
 
Other Cultural Comments: This is the first flowering.   The plant was purchased in a 50mm tube several years ago. 
 
KEVIN COOPER’S COMMENTS: The plant carried two spikes with thirteen open flowers on one and six buds on the 
other spike, growing in a 75mm pot.   This is a species from Papua New Guinea.   It belongs to the dendrobium section Rihona.   
The Grower states that the flowers have been out for two months. 

 

Plant:-  Vanda coerulea 'True Blue'. 
Award:- First Class Certificate. 
Points :- 86.0. 
Flower:- H.=114 mm. x W. 118 mm. 
Owner:- J. & M. McCubbin. 

Plant:-  Dendrobium Mount Kelly  
   Princess 'Marianne'. 
Award:- Award of Merit. 
Points:- 82.66. 
Flower:- H.=49mm.x W.=63mm. 
Owner:- Nicholas de Courtenay. 

QOS AWARD GALLERY 

The Lucky Exhibitor was Bill Williams. 
 
Prizes were selected from the bench by six winners of the raffle, as also did the winners of the Judges’ Choice and the lucky  
exhibitor. 
 
General Business – 
Members were asked to note a change of our General Meeting night in September.  We will meet here on the FIRST MONDAY in-
stead of the second Monday.   This is because we are lucky enough to have a prominent Guest Speaker from the USA, who will be in  
Brisbane for only 4 days.   He is Mr. Eric Hunt, a world class presenter and photographer of orchids.  Please note this change for September in 
your diary. 
 
Veteran grower Fred Kleimeyer encouraged growers, and particularly the newer ones, to get into the orchid house and “smell the flowers”.   
This can be a rewarding experience. Fred also congratulated Graham McKay on the high standard he has introduced with his phallies.   Like 
David Littman in years gone by with his dendrobiums, we should not be jealous of what they have achieved.  Rather, we should endeavour to 
follow their example by lifting our own quality standard as much as possible. 
Graham McKay and Reg McIlwain also contributed to this discussion.   Thank you gentlemen! 
 
Thanks to Members and Visitors for attending.   Thanks to Judges, Exhibitors, the raffle ticket sellers and people who helped to set up the hall. 
Members were asked to please assist in getting the hall back into order. 
 

Meeting Closed 9.40pm 
 
NEXT GENERAL MEETING IS ON Monday 13th July  2009 at 8pm at the Greenslopes Bowls Club. 



 

 

 
 
  

JUDGES’ CHOICE - HYBRID: 

1  Phrag. Gargoyle       Kable B & A 
2  Paph. Transvaal 'Celenthe'    Vickers L 
3 Vasco. Pine Rivers 'Esan'    Truloff B  A 
 

JUDGES’ CHOICE - SPECIES: 

1  Den. polysema       Williams W 
2  Paph. insigne 'Royalty'     McIlwain R & T 
3  Ptst. ophioglossa       McIlwain R & T 
 

CATTLEYA EXHIBITION OVER 90mm: 

1  Rsc. Dream Trader 'Rudak'   Truloff B  A 
2  Rsc. CRB's Symphony 'Rainbow'   Truloff B  A 
3  Rsc. (Blc.) Burdekin Debutante   Haynes F 
 

CATTLEYA EXHIBITION UP TO 90mm: 

1  Sc. (Slc.) Jungle Beau 'Special'   Westphal M 
2  Sc. Dal's Tradition 'Celenthe'    Vickers L 
3  C. Unknown        Haynes F 
 

CATTLEYA NON-EXHIBITION: 

1  Lc. Scarlet Imp x Browniae   Edwards H & C 
 

PAPHIOPEDILUM EXHIBITION: 

1  Paph. Whitecrest       Tierney M 
2 Paph. (Gege Hughes x Freckles) =Paph. Moonfrost  
           Tierney M 
 

PAPHIOPEDILUM OTHER: 

1  Paph. Transvaal 'Celenthe'    Vickers L 
2  Paph. Magic Moments     Tierney M 
3  Paph. (Mod Maude x Pulsar)    Vickers L 

ONCIDIUM ALLIANCE: 

1  Onc. Golden Handshake 'Anzac'  McIlwain R & T 
2  Odcdm. Wildcat       Haynes F 
3  Colm. Space Race 'Topaz Gold'   Westphal M 
 

ONCIDIUM EQUITANT: 

1  Zlm. Liz 'Full Moon'      Kidd I  R 
 

VANDACEOUS: 

1  Vasco. Pine Rivers 'Esan'     Truloff B  A 
2  Ascda. Unknown       Haynes F 
3  Ascda. Princess Mikasa 'Blue'   Haynes F 
 

PHALAENOPSIS: 

1  Phal. Orchid World      Kable B & A 
 

ANY OTHER GENERA: 

1  Phrag. Gargoyle       Kable B & A 
2  Epi. (veroscryptum x barbeyanum)  McIlwain R & T 
 

SPECIES SYMPODIAL: 

1  Den. polysema       Williams W 
2  Paph. insigne 'Royalty'     McIlwain R & T 
3  Coel. rigida        Kable B & A 
 

AUSTRALIAN NATIVE SPECIES: 

1  Ptst. ophioglossa       McIlwain R & T 
 
AUSTRALIAN NATIVE HYBRID: 

1  Den. X superbiens      Kidd I  R 
2  Ptst. X conoglossa      McIlwain R & T 
3  Srts. Toowoomba Sparkle    Tierney M 

From our Technical Advisor 
Gary Yong Gee 

 

The Ceologyne to your left was benched by Barry and 
Ann Kable at the June QOS meeting as Coelogyne  

rigida. 
 
After some checking and email correspondence with 
Dudley Clayton (author of The Genus Coelogyne - A  

Synopsis, 2002), I believe that this is Coel. lentiginosa.  
 
This same plant received third placing in the section 
SPECIES SYMPODIAL. 
 
 



   Photography by Jim McCubbin 

Judges Choice : Hybrid Judges Choice : Species 

Plant :-    Den. polysema 
Grower :-    Williams W. 

Plant :-  Phrag. Gargoyle  
Grower :-  Kable B & A. 

Plant :-  Sc. (Slc.) Jungle Beau 'Special' 
Grower :- Westphal M 

Plant :-  Den. X superbiens 
Grower :- Kidd I  R 

Plant:-  Paph. Transvaal 'Celenthe'  
Grower :- Vickers L 

Plant:-  Rsc. Dream Trader ‘Rudak’ 
Grower:- Truloff B  A 

Plant :-  Phal. Orchid World 
Grower:- Kable B & A. 

Plant :-  Paph. Whitecrest 
Grower :- Tierney M. 

Plant :-  Ptst. X conoglossa  
Grower :- McIlwain R & T 

Plant :-   Onc. Golden Handshake 
        ’Anzac' 
Grower :-  McIlwain R & T 

Plant :-  Vasco. Pine Rivers 'Esan' 
Grower :- Truloff B  A 



 

 

Vale Gerald McCraith AM (1909-2009) 
 
Gerald McCraith AM, one of Australia’s best known orchid growers, has died just three 
months after celebrating his one hundredth birthday. We offer our sympathy to his daughters 
June and Lois, and to his extended family, which includes seven grandchildren, eight great-
grandchildren and three great-great grandchildren. 
 
Born on 24 February 1909, Gerald did not have an easy life at first. He was a clever boy, win-
ning a scholarship to Trinity Grammar School (Melbourne) at age 14. However his parents 

could not afford the cost of his uniform and books, and so Gerald left school to work as a grocer’s boy. By his early thirties Ge-
rald had a wife (Nell) and two daughters to support. They survived the Great Depression by setting up a travelling library in Es-
sendon, lending detective stories, westerns and romances to borrowers at threepence each per week. At first Gerald carried the 
books around Essendon in a handcart, then (when he could afford to buy them) on a pushbike, and eventually on a motorcycle. 
 
He spent the latter part of World War 2 as a A.I.F. signals instructor in Darwin, fortunately having been transferred there whilst 
en route to Singapore – otherwise he would have spent the war in a Japanese prisoner-of-war camp in Singapore. When demobi-
lised in 1944, Gerald joined his brother Jack in the rabbit export business that eventually led to their well-earned prosperity. They 
set up a chain of portable freezing chambers throughout much of outback Australia, to which their shooters and trappers made 
daily deliveries.  From the late 1940s to the mid 1950s the McCraith Brothers exported an average of 32,000 rabbits each week 
to England, most of them to the Sainsbury food-store chain  
 
Gerald began growing orchids in 1927, when he was only 18 years old.  He bought Australian native dendrobiums and  
sarcochilus from a Victoria Market trader, and other orchids from Basil Hodgins’ nursery in Essendon. In 1931 Basil invited 
Gerald to attend a meeting of the Victorian Orchid Club, which met every second month in those times. About 30-40 members 
attended the meetings, which were mostly held in an office building in the city.  However, on one occasion the usual venue was 
unavailable, so the meeting was transferred to a garden shed in the Fitzroy Gardens. Gerald recently recalled that he had to spend 
the evening seated on a very cold iron garden roller because there were insufficient seats available!  
 
Gerald fondly remembered the sugarbag full of Sarcochilus fitzgeraldii that he purchased for 15 shillings in 1934 many divisions 
could still be found in his glasshouses seventy years later! About the same time Basil Hodgins proposed that he, Gerald and two 
others contribute £10 each and order a shipment of orchids from the Bhamo district in Burma.  Gerald had misgivings about the 
venture (£10 was a considerable sum in those hard times) but he agreed to contribute, and in due course received a telephone call 
to say that a shipment of orchids was waiting to be collected from the wharf at Victoria Docks (there were no quarantine  
restrictions in those days!).  When he arrived in his small van, Gerald found that the shipment comprised a piano case and three 
tea chests filled with orchids, and that it was therefore necessary to hire a lorry to move them!  There were many thunias,  
paphiopedilums and dendrobiums in the shipment, some of them very large plants. Gerald’s share included 80 plants of  
Paphiopedilum charlesworthii and many dendrobium species, including a large plant of Dendrobium thyrsiflorum – he still grew 
a division of that plant 75 years later! 
 
In 1950 Gerald and his wife Nell built their house at 107 Roberts Street in Essendon, where Gerald lived until his death  The first 
of his two large glasshouses was built at the same time as the residence. Gerald served as President of the Victorian Orchid Club 
from 1959-1962 and assisted Sir John Hall-Best to form the Australian Orchid Council in 1960. He succeeded Sir John as  
President of that body in 1963 and played a large part in the organisation of the World Orchid Conference held in Sydney in 
1969. At that stage he had already attended two previous world conferences, which are held every three years, and eventually 
attended every World Orchid Conference between 1963 and 2003, more than any other person. 
 
In 1974 Hermon Slade, Gerald and several other orchid enthusiasts founded the Australian Orchid Foundation with the major 
aim of raising money to support orchid research in Australia.  Hermon Slade set the ball rolling with a donation of $10,000, 
while Gerald decided to raise funds by breeding odontoglossum hybrids and selling flasks of the resultant seedlings.  Over the 
following 25 years he raised over $70,000 for the Foundation in this way! He registered 200 new crosses and sold 20 seedling 
flasks of each for the Foundation. The first of these hybrids, registered in April 1976, was Odontioda June Geraldine (Odm.  
Ostro x Oda. Actrix), named after his elder daughter.  
 
In 1993 Gerald was made a Member in the General Division of the Order of Australia (AM) for his services to orchids. He made 
numerous trips abroad to see orchids in the wild – six trips to Central and South America, four to China and several to Papua 
New Guinea. Most of these strenuous expeditions were undertaken after he was 80 years old, several of them after he was fitted 
with a heart pacemaker at age 87 Incidentally, Gerald wore that pacemaker out, and had another fitted in July 2006! 
 
Species orchids were Gerald’s great favourites. He had a large and diverse collection, which he regularly showed at the Orchid 
Species Society of Victoria’s meetings until shortly before his death.  
 
All those who knew Gerald will fondly remember him. 
 
Published with permission from Author —Brian Milligan 
Photo by Alan Hope  



  
 

Encyclia cordigera var. rosea 
 
Encyclia cordigera is native to Guatemala and Panama. A variety smelling of  
chocolate. This plant is easy to grow providing you give it adequate light. This plant  
blooms in the spring to early summer months. Of all the Encyclias, this is one of the  
best. 
 
Light: 
This plant prefers medium to high light. East windows will suffice during summer months but during the dead of 
winter, if you are in the Northern Hemisphere, the plant will prefer a south window. Be careful not to burn leaves, 
especially during the month of March when the sun is at its closest point to the earth. This plant can be grown under 
fluorescents if you have at least four, 4' tubes and grow the plant no more than 12" from the tubes. It will also do 
well under high-pressure sodium lights if grown within four feet of the bulbs. 
 
Temperature: 
This plant prefers intermediate to warm temperatures, with winter night time lows of around 16 degrees C and  
winter daytime highs of between 21 to 26 degrees C. Summertime temperatures can be several degrees warmer. It is 
important to have a fluctuation of at least five to ten degrees between day and night temperatures to initiate flower 
spikes. 
 
Humidity: 
50% or higher is ideal, although during winter months which is normally its dormant season, the humidity can be 
somewhat lower. 
 
Water: 
It is best to use rain, distilled or reverse osmosis water. Water the plant just as it dries out at the roots. You can use 
the label in the plant to determine how moist the soil is. Simply pull the label out and if it feels wet on the end of it, 
don't water the plant. Be observant of the size and shape of the pseudobulbs. If the newest pseudobulbs are plump, 
shiny, and round, adequate water is being supplied. If they are somewhat shriveled you need to increase the  
frequency of your watering. 
 
Fertilizer: 
Fertilize every other watering in the summer and every third watering in the winter. 
 
Flowering: 
This plant will produce a short, stubby sheath, which is the beginning of the spike, between the two stiff leaves that 
grow atop the pseudobulbs. This usually occurs during the summer months. The sheath, however, will remain there 
until the spring months before it elongates and produces flowers. The plant must go through short days in winter 
months, less than 12 hours of sunlight, and back into long days, during the spring and summer months, in order to 
initiate the flower spike. The flowers are large, three inches in size, with a heavy texture. Petals and sepals are 
chocolate in color and the lip a vibrant purple. The fragrance is of chocolate. Flowers are long lasting and it is not 
unusual for a spike to bloom for three  months or longer. This plant flowers once per year. 
 
Repotting: 
It is best to repot this plant after flowering or when new growths emerge. Use a medium grade fir bark mix. Clay 
pots are best. Because this plant grows new pseudobulbs in a linear fashion, it is best to repot this plant with the old-
est growth towards the rim of the pot so that there is room for at least one or two new growths. Repot this plant 
every one-and-a-half to two years, either as the mix breaks down or as the plant outgrows the pot.  

 
Q: Why is someone who is feeling great 'on cloud nine'? 
A: Types of clouds are numbered according to the altitudes they attain, with nine being the highest cloud. If someone is said to 
be on cloud nine, that person is floating well above worldly cares. 
 
Q: Why are zero scores in tennis called 'love'? 
A: In France, where tennis first became popular, a big, round zero on scoreboard looked like an egg and was called 'l'oeuf, ' 
which is French for 'egg.'  When tennis was introduced in the US, Americans pronounced it 'love.' 



 

 

The Queensland Orchid Society Inc. whose members contribute to this Bulletin, endeavour to assure the reliability of it’s  
contents. Any cultural advice provided is a guide only and may not suit individual growers. It is the responsibility of the  

individual to validate such advice before applying suggested methods. The Society welcomes potential members to come to the 
general meetings as our guests, & advise those wishing to join us that subscription fees are $20.00 for a single, $25.00 for a 

family. Other Orchid Societies interested in affiliating with us are advised that Society Affiliation is $30.00. 
Payable on the 1st January each year. 

Parting Quote 
Inside every older person is a younger person ……. 

who is wondering what happened!!!.  

 
 
 
06-07   Atherton Tableland Orchid Society  Agricultural Show, Merrilands Hall, Atherton Showgrounds. 
09-10   Innisfail Orchid Society     Innisfail Agricultural Show, Showgrounds. 
10-12   Caboolture Orchid Society    Shire Memorial Hall, King Street, Caboolture. 
15-17   Nth Qld. Orchid Society, Cairns   Cairns Showgrounds 
16-19   Townsville Orchid Society    Orchid Society Hall, Charles Street, Kirwan. 
18-19   John Oxley District Orchid Society  Auditorium, Botanic Gardens, Mt Coot-tha. 
25-27   Tully & District Orchid Society   Tully Agricultural Show, Tully Showgrounds. 
31-02/08  Darling Downs Orchid Society   Ring 4635 5299 (President) or 0419 797 385 (Secretary) for details. 

The following web site contains articles on orchid  
conservation within our country and one of the articles is 
about a new orchid that has been found in the Melbourne 
area. 
www.orchidconservationcoalition.org/pr/
heritageestate.html 
 
 
Thank you to Charlie Edwards who thought this site 
might be of interest to you. 
 
If you find a web site that you would like to share with 
other orchid growers, why not forward it to the Editor as 
Charlie has done. 

 
 
 
 

 Mr. Alvin Bryant 
 

Alvin Bryant has been involved in many aspects of orchid 
culture and commercial growing for 30 – 40 years. 
He started off with an orchid export business mainly 
Cymbidiums in Kurnell, a suburb of Sydney, employing 
approximately 22 people.   As well as working and  
managing his export business, Alvin operated a labora-
tory service for Australian and overseas patrons. 
 
His breeding programmes were known world wide,  
Cymbidiums were the specialty, closely followed by  
Oncidiinae, Cattleyas and Phalaenopsis.   Many of the 
Cymbidiums Alvin bred were eventually awarded plants. 
 

Alvin was the President of the Flower Export Association 
in Sydney in his spare time and also travelled extensively, 
lecturing at a World Orchid Conference, and speaking to 
orchid people from many overseas places. 
 

Then a change of pace, Alvin operated a prawn farm in 
the Philippines for some years, he now lives at  
Burpengary. 


